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FFirst Sunday in Lent 
Why do we always go to the desert? We see this ex-
ample in Scripture �me and �me again. The Israelites 
wandered in the desert. King David and prophets 
were driven into the wilderness.  And now Jesus is in 
the same place. Lent a�er Lent, we too are invited 
into a barren, desolate place. Why do we always go 
to the desert? 
 
Throughout Scripture, the desert is a place of tes�ng. 
It's also a place of hiding and withdrawal. In the Old 
Testament, David fled into the wilderness to hide 
from Saul, Elijah from Jezebel, and Jonah from God! 
In other words, the desert is a place of "retreat." In 
Chris�an circles, we use the word to describe a spir-
itual weekend away. But its meaning comes from 
warfare, as we well know. To retreat means to draw 
back, to separate oneself from the figh�ng. Of 
course, a military retreat brings its own kind of 
"ba�le" - the internal assessment of why the figh�ng 
went so poorly. 
 
As we enter into this Lenten season, we are invited to 
retreat into the desert with Jesus. A�ending a day or 
weekend of reflec�on is a wonderful spiritual prac-
�ce. This "desert spirituality," however, can fill all 
forty days. We can fulfil our Lenten resolu�ons with a 
purpose - wri�ng daily notes to family and friends 
can inspire new gra�tude, every �me we pass up that 
specific food item can be cause for intercession for 
deeper sufferings and priva�ons of others. 
The Gospel tells us that "the Spirit drove him out into 
the desert." In other words, God wants us to be here. 
What feels uncomfortable is actually part of our spir-
itual journey. To be stretched, to be challenged, to 
confront our own areas of weakness - these things 
are essen�al in our walk with God. This Lent, will you 
go to the desert?  

Sat Evening: 7pm    Teresa Burke (1stA),  
                                         Mary Murphy (A),                                     
 

Sun:    9.30am         Catherine Barton (living), 
                                         John Roe (A),  
 

 

Sun:  11.30am   Nellie McCarthy (A)  & Husband            
Joe,  Bridget McKenna (A), & husband Joe,  
Jimmy James (A),  Hannah Hanlon (A),  
 

Mon: 9.30am Mass of Inten�ons (Phyllis),  
Tues:  9.30am        Paul Carolan (living),      

Wed:  9.30am   Mass of Inten�ons  (family) 
Thurs:  9.30am            Frank & Nellie Callery (A),  
Fri:  9.30am            Christopher & Mary O’ Brien (A),  

Contact Details 
Fr. Joe Jones (Moderator) �  01 848 5262    
� � � �  joe@bonnybrookparish.ie 
Parish Sisters: 
Sr. Irene Dunne  �  irene@bonnybrookparish.ie 
Sr. Margo Delaney �  margo@bonnybrookparish.ie 
PARISH OFFICE                      �  01 848 5262   

                                  (The above number is transferred to a  
                                  mobile phone outside of office hours.) 

� � � �  office@bonnybrookparish.ie 
Opening Hours 
The Parish Office will be closed for the Christmas Period and will 
re-open on Monday, 8th January 2018.  If you require anything in 
the office during this �me please call the number above and we 
will be happy to assist. 
 
Website:   www.bonnybrookparish.ie 
Facebook:  Bonnybrook Parish. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council: chairperson@bonnybrookparish.ie 
 
Mass Times 
Sunday Vigil: (Saturday Evening) 7.00pm   
Sunday: 9.30am & 11.30am   
Monday - Friday: 9.30am   
Saturday morning: No Mass   
 
BAPTISMS  ( A months No�ce must be given) 
Second Saturday of each month at 12.00pm   
Fourth Sunday of each month at 12.30pm   

We Welcome to our Chris�an  
Community these Children as  

they were bap�sed in  February  
and we congratulate their  

parents and friends.  
 

Riley James McGuinness 
Ava –May Rose Reilly 
Brook Grace Murphy 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
CATHOLIC TRADITIONS  

EXPLAINED 
 

Q��
���	: 
At �mes, tempta�on seems so powerful that it is  
almost impossible to resist. How can I be stronger in 
my resolve to avoid sin and tempta�on? 
 
A	
���:  
Tempta�on is powerful because it appeals to our 
human weakness and our desire for power, wealth, 
control, or personal sa�sfac�on. Evil disguises itself 
as something good and we are en�ced to make a 
choice. Our will is weakened each �me we give in to 
something for selfish reasons, especially things we 
do not wish to choose. It is not something we can 
totally avoid, because tempta�on is not something 
we create or some�mes recognize, but rather it 
comes from evil. But it would be a mistake to think 
of tempta�on only in terms of things that are really 
sinful. Tempta�on gains its strength by wearing 
down our will to choose good. If we fail in the small 
choices, we are all the more likely to fail in the big-
ger ones. 
 
Herein lies the wisdom of the Church in encouraging 
us to make small sacrifices and to do Lenten pen-
ance. In these prac�ces of self-denial, we strength-
en our will to choose, our ability to recognize good, 
and our desire to avoid evil. The balance of power 
shi�s from evil to good, from tempta�on to re-
sistance. We then overcome evil in the small strug-
gles of daily life and are more a�uned to the 
promp�ng our conscience to choose good.  
 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK. 

 
Repent and believe in the gospel! This is the mes-
sage that is found on Jesus' lips a�er forty days in 
the desert. As the forty days of Lent come before 
us, we are asked to create a desert experience in 
our lives so that we can learn anew the ways of 
God. Our daily cares and concerns can distract us 
from truth and cause us to become absorbed with 
the world and secular priori�es. Lent is an oppor-
tunity to free ourselves from illusion and focus us 
on what really ma�ers. In doing so, we open up 
new possibili�es for our rela�onship with God, oth-
ers, our world, and ourselves. 

World Mee�ng of Families  -  Dates for your Diaries. 
The Joy of Love - Parish Conversa�ons  

Three Mee�ngs will be held in our Cluster of Parish. 
1. Wednesday, 21st Feb 2018 in Bonnybrook Church at 7pm 
2. Wednesday, 7th March 2018 in Priorswood Church at 7pm 
3. Wednesday,21st March 2018 in Darndale Church at 7pm 
The above mee�ngs are open to parishioners in each parish as 

we gather ‘together’ to explore the significance of this im-
portant mee�ng for all our families. We hope you will join us. 

T� C��	���� P�����
 have confirmed the Play they will do this 
year will be “Heaven Scent”.  They will perform this play on  

Friday, 23rd March 2018 at 8pm in our Church.  We look  
forward once again to being host to the Clontarf Players.  

T� A		��� C��������	 ��� ACCORD 
will take place this weekend (18th Feb). 
This will replace the SHARE Collec�on. 
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Yes Folks, people think you are invisible on live streaming.  
Most of our parishioners sit at the back or the side of the 

church.  When people look in on the live streaming it appears 
that no one is in the Church.   Our live streaming is the most 
popular reason the people visit our website and we are de-
lighted that they enjoy it.  However, they also think that no-

body comes to church in Bonnybrook as they can not see any-
one in the seats.  Maybe you might consider si�ng nearer to 

the altar and those who watch in will know that our  
parishioners are really here.  Just a thought! 

T� L�	� R����	�
 2018   
��� ����� � ������	�6 Wednesday’s in Lent  

in St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
Each week at 11:15-12:30 by Kieran O’Mahony, OSA 

Mass at 10.30am or a�er at 12.45pm each week. 
 

A J���	�� ��� �� D�
��� F����
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In the Monastery of St. Alphonsus, Iona Road. 

On Monday, 19th February 2018 at 8pm. 
Music led by the Dublin Diocesan Music Group. 

More informa�on at www.rednuns.com  
 

L�	��	 E��	�	�
 �	 O�� L��� �� M����, A���	�   
Mondays from 7.30-8.45pm.  Feb 19th: Praying in Lent – Donal 

Neary SJ.  Introduc�on to various ways of making this Lent a 
Prayer Lent.  Fr Donal is editor of The Messenger and helps in 
the parish.  Feb 26th: Amoris Lae�cia – Fr Alex Stenson.  The 

Le�er of the Pope (The Joy of Love) raises ques�ons about the 
Church’s welcoming of different rela�onships.  The talk will 

deal with these ques�ons, par�cularly about divorce, remar-
riage and the Sacraments.  Fr Alex was formerly PP of Killester 

and now helps in Artane.  March 5th: The Pope is Coming – 
Ronan Barry.  Let’s see what we hope for with the visit of the 
Pope to Ireland.  Ronan Barry is a school chaplain, and is mar-

ried with three children.  Dona�on  



St. Joseph the Artisan 
Bonnybrook Parish

Dublin 17

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:

Alan 087 465 17 35 or 1850 790000

SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters – Support Our Advertisers!

BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

Fully Escorted Group Pilgrimages

(01) 878 8159  |  WWW.MARIAN.IE

Early Booking Offer

Medjugorje - Lourdes
Fatima

*Certain departures may be exempt from this offer. Offer 
applys to full packages only.

only €100 deposit required to book
and avail of offer on pilgrimages to

Book before February 1st 2018 
and receive €50 off per person

Advertisers:
Advertising Locally is more important than 

ever!
Encourage customers to help keep Coolock 

a vibrant, thriving community by doing 
YOUR business locally 

If you would like to advertise please contact 
Alan on

087 465 17 35

Book-keeping-A/c’s
Vat/Tax/Audits/Subcontractors.
Back to Work Scheme       
Phone Nicole/ Padraig 8486816/8479446
email.nicole@fmcaccountants.ie
www.fmcaccountants.ie
First Meeting Free

F.M.C.

Call in and see our wide range of products and services

Daily

Living Aids

in the Heart of

your Community
Free Local Delivery

T: 01-55 83 025  /  Web: www.activeliving.ie
Email: info@activeliving.ie

THIS SPACE IS

THIS SPACE IS

•  Supplying Quality Irish Candles and
   Church Supplies to the Diocese since 1910
•  Traditional Handmade Beeswax Candles
   available at factory prices
•  Factory shop open to the public

Tel: 01-8098600
(5 mins from National Aquatic Centre)          www.lalor.ie

For more information contact
Alan Dowling on 087 465 17 35
or adowling@4lpi.ie

Call Alan: 087 465 17 35

Study theology 

distance lea
rningby

With the Priory Institute you can 
study from the comfort of your own 

home, at your own pace, and build 
modules towards a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree in Theology.

Call (01) 404 8124 
www.prioryinstitute.com 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
27 FEBRUARY

This Space is available for booking

This Space is available for booking


